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On behalf of the Ministry of Health and indeed on my own behalf, I wish to express our most sincere 
appreciation for the efforts and contributions of the Roman Catholic Church in the Kingdom of 
Eswatini in ensuring that the country’s health sector is able to attain its goal as stated in the National 
Health Sector Strategic Plan 2019-2023 “to attain Universal Health Coverage with defined health 
services”.  
 
The National Health Sector Strategic Plan is mainly informed by the aspirations of the nation to 
achieve the first world status which is defined as “a first world country where all citizens are able to 
pursue their life goals and live lives of value and dignity. This implies that all citizens have access to 
sufficient economic resources, education, health and quality infrastructure and government services”. 
 
As part of its mission in the country, the Roman Catholic Church exists to manifest the love and mercy 
of God. It is a continuation of the example given by Jesus Christ throughout His entire public life on 
earth, who came that they may have life in abundance (John 10:10). It is against this backdrop that 
the Catholic Church in Eswatini established health facilities and other community based social 
services including the Hope House. The aim of these institutions is to provide comprehensive and 
equitable primary, secondary, tertiary and rehabilitative health service to all people; especially to the 
vulnerable and disadvantaged members of society Church in Eswatini. 
 
The services provided by Good Shepherd Hospital, Clinics and Hope House are appreciated by the 
nation from all parts of the country. As the Ministry of Health, we are cognisant of the fact that people 
travel from the South and North parts of the country to seek health services from the Catholic Health 
Institutions and that is highly appreciated by the Government. 
 
As Government we are aware that we cannot attain the goals we have set for ourselves without the 
support and contributions such as those made by the Catholic Church. The church has led by 
example in supporting the retired nurses to continue providing home based care and conducting NCD 
screening among community members in their neighbourhood. The Good Shepherd College is still 
recognized as one the tertiary institutions that is producing quality health professionals who are 
compassionate because of the Good Shepherd value system grounded on the teachings of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
 
The theme of the mini conference is “strengthening Community - Government Partnerships for 
Universal Coverage and Health Justice”  This theme is very relevant, because as a country we are 
committed to the global goal for universal coverage and leaving no one behind. This goal can be 
realised by us working together and in partnership with Faith Based Organizations, Local, Regional 
and Internal Non-Governmental Organizational including the private sector.  
 
I have been reliably informed that the aim of this mini conference is to create a platform where 
members from Catholic Health facilities coming from different areas in the kingdom will be able to 
network and share information with each other. 
 
I have also had an opportunity to see the conference agenda, and was very impressed that, the 
participants’ knowledge on issues that continue to be a challenge in the country will be discussed. 
From this I can comfortably believe that the other objective of the conference is to strengthen the 



capacity of the participants in using the contemporary community models as they conduct their 
business. This conference will also provide an opportunity to gain new support skills and knowledge 
transfer, and to motivate each other to cope with the challenges brought about by the emerging and 
re-emerging health and social challenges. 
 
We also need to talk about this evolving virus that has caused havoc globally. The COVID-19 
pandemic has brought challenges to all of us as individuals, families, communities and nations. We 
are bound to work together and be willing to share knowledge and resources to win the battle against 
COVID-19. 
 
May I therefore take this opportunity to thank the bishop for his support in ensuring that the vision of 
the church lives on. Appreciation goes to those who will be making presentations, to the organisers, 
and sponsors of this important conference. I would also like to congratulate all the participants for 
attending this conference and wish to assure them that they have made the right decision. I have no 
doubt that after today we will all be better service providers and we will be ready to do our work with 
enthusiasm and commitment, under whatever trying conditions. 
 
May I conclude by assuring you that the Catholic Church Health Institutions will remain one of the 
important partners of the government and the Ministry of Health remains committed to supporting all 
your initiatives.  
 
May God bless you all as you start the mini conference; the mini conference is officially opened! 
 

I thank you. 
 
 
 

 


